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There are probably several distinct conditions of the parts within the skull, tending to the production of sanguineous apoplexy; and it has been long known, that miniature aneurisms of the cerebral arteries do occasionally, though rarely, give rise to fatal extravasations of blood in the brain. I do not, however, suppose that the bursting of such aneurisms is a very frequent source of apoplectic effusions ; but the event is perhaps of much more common occurrence than it is considered to be. Under this opinion, I beg to introduce the following cases, by a few particulars that bear upon the subject of apoplexy generally.
Independently of the pulsating action of the heart, the more considerable arteries of the body are influenced by a gravitating column of blood, which, in ordinary circumstances, affects, in the greatest degree, the vessels of the most depending parts, and exerts less force on more elevated ones, in proportion as they are near the summit of the column. Now, the A recent apoplectic cell, about the size and figure of a small hen's egg, was found along the outer side of the left corpus striatum, and filled with a pretty uniform grumous solid. The cavity was lined by rugged ecchymosed medullary substance; and it had a small fissured communication with the lateral ventricle, above the striated body. The ventricle contained a good deal of blood-tinged serum, and some small spongy masses of coagulum. A small yellow soft cell was found in the inferior plane of the right corpus striatum. The arteries of the base were tortuous, rigid, and opaque ; and a minute aneurism was detected, but apparently unbroken, in the sulci of the left fissura Sylvii immediately adjoining the floor of the great extravasation.
